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Love Leeds Parks isn’t just about the great things that happened in the parks – it’s
also about being part of something new and exciting for Leeds! Alongside their
delivery partners, Love Leeds Parks (LLP) has played a vital role in raising awareness
of Leeds’ parks and green spaces and has been instrumental in increasing
communities’ connection with and use of their parks. Leeds’ parks have been enjoyed
and nurtured as a result.  

Leeds City Council (LCC) manages around 4,000 hectares of parks and green spaces,
with some internationally recognised public parks and high-quality habitats such as
parks in Kirkstall, Middleton and Roundhay. Each year visit numbers reach into the
hundreds of thousands making Leeds one of the ‘greenest cities to live in Europe’.   
The city also has 65 community parks, some of which are less used and lacking
investment. What Love Leeds Parks has done is shine a light on some forgotten parks
which lack facilities for public use, and present barriers to entry, especially for
marginalised groups.   

Love Leeds Parks has focused its attention on supporting those places and
communities that need it most. In doing so it has raised awareness of six splendid
parks, supported community and grassroots groups to take action to love their parks,
and helped to bring them back to public use: The Rein in Seacroft, Harehills Park,
Stanningly Park, Burley Park, Hunslet Moor and Wortley Park. Here we explore and
highlight how the Love Leeds Parks’ approach has had a positive impact in those six
parks.   

Stewardship of the parks - Leeds’ parks are loved! 

‘One of the best things was we got to know parks in Leeds better and we saw for
ourselves local people learning about their park too. It was a lovely experience for
our staff and volunteers too. I think we all feel a bit more connected with the park

than we did before. We go and have our lunch there and I’ve seen other people
around who I know hadn’t used the park before. That’s lovely for the team to see
that, when a lot of what we do can just go kind of unnoticed, but with our event,

people were coming up and saying how much they appreciated it and could we do
it again, so the team got to see our clients really enjoying themselves.’ 

Activity grant recipient interview

Listening to community perspectives led to increased
awareness of the parks

The Love Leeds Parks approach – inclusive community consultation, a robust park
selection process and distribution of Community Park Activation Grants (CPAG)
alongside individualised support to VCSE organisations that had the potential to make
best use of it – has been effective in raising awareness of parks. As a result, local
people and community groups have started to think about their parks differently and
used the parks in their neighbourhoods in ways they would not have previously.    



’We wanted to just try some things out, like taking the people who use our centre outside.
I’ve noticed the park is empty, even like just after school pick up when it should be full.
People are scared to go to the park on their own. Some have experienced abuse in the
past. So we thought a picnic would be a good thing to try... We had games and crafts.

Loads of people came. The park was full. It was fun.’ 
Activity grant recipient interview

As a result, the wide range of activities the grants supported truly reflected local
people and community needs and led to local impacts tackling issues that had been
identified as important to participants: people were able to access parks, meet their
neighbours, connect with each other and with nature (see Box 1).      

Box 1: Five positive local impacts for parks and
communities

1. Increased awareness of parks 
2. Parks are cared for, nurtured and used as community assets 
3. Reduced social isolation and more opportunities for inclusion 
4. Increased opportunities for outdoor activities and access to green

spaces contributing to good health and wellbeing 
5. Community building, better local connections and increased

capacity for stewardship of the parks in future 

This happened in different ways in different places, reflecting both community needs
and, for example, the condition and facilities of the parks. For example:   

LLP trustee survey response

‘The strong community engagement and
link with anchor orgs is a real attribute [of

LLP work] and we have a sense of what
communities want which can help shape

our vision and strategy. Hopefully we have
strong relationships with the community

organisations to build on this.’ ‘I must have been past the park 100 times,
but only ever seen the entrance and didn’t
think it was somewhere people went. After
the consultation I started walking through

the park most days, so then when we came
to apply for a grant I felt like I wanted to
do something to get people into the park

more. We definitely did that!’ 

Activity grant recipient interview

In addition, it’s unlikely that the activities that took place as part of the Love Leeds
Parks project would have happened without the combination of grants and
individualised support provided: 



A key overarching ambition for grant recipients was that events and activities they
delivered should be accessible and inclusive, and in many cases the hope was that
activities would support good health and wellbeing for people using the parks. Love
Leeds Parks enabled this in two important ways. Firstly, grant recipients were
encouraged to partner with Leeds City Council or other local groups to make
activities and events free (or very affordable) and also accessible in other ways such
as by opening up facilities for refreshments or toilets. This approach reduced
potential barriers to access and highlighted the needs of different groups for future
activities.  

‘We set up loads of different activities on
the day, and everything was free, so

anyone could join in. I saw loads of people
spot what we were doing and then just
come and have a look and join in with

something. I don’t think they would have
done that if we were inside, or they had to

pay.’ 
Activity grant recipient interview

We [a group of Disabled
adults] can’t normally go to

the park because there aren’t
any accessible facilities and
without transport we can’t

get there.’ 

Activity grant recipient interview

‘[Our park is in a] bit of a forgotten ward. The Love Leeds Park
project helped us raise awareness of the park. [The LLP Community
Officer] went into schools to talk to the children [about the park and

our events]. The grant meant we could pay for someone to run
[craft] workshops. It was really engaging, there’s been a real mixture

of local people involved and loads of people from the workshops
and the school visits came along.’ 

Activity grant recipient interview

‘The park is a beautiful place for the
community, however it is difficult to run
events on the space due to the red tape

involved.’ 
Survey response

Secondly, by providing flexible grants alongside support relevant to different VCSE
and grassroots organisations, recipients were encouraged to test and trial different
activities in different places which ultimately increased the potential of the parks to be
used as community assets. 

 
‘The grant meant we could test some
ideas. We’ve now increased our
activities in the park and use it as a
kind of extension of our indoor space’ 

Activity grant recipient interview



The grant meant we could pay for some outdoor games for the kids and
some food and we put a gazebo up. It was just really simple… but I
think that’s what worked. People could just come and join in, it wasn’t
exclusive, it didn’t take a lot of planning for the families, they just came
and had a nice day. That might not sound like much, but it’s a lot for a
lot of the families round here. They don’t have gardens, or much money
to pay for days out. It’s really what we need to use our parks for just a
nice space to hang out together.’ 

Activity grant recipient interview

This chimes with feedback from local residents who attended events at different
parks, for example: 

“I’ve lived here for years
and never knew it was such
a lovely park, loads to do” 

Seacroft community celebration.

“I was just sitting at home on
my own… so I thought I would

come out and take a look…
I’m so glad I did” “You

wouldn’t expect it” 
Stanningley Park lantern parade

Building capacity to create a legacy and support
future work in Leeds’ parks 

People and groups involved with Love Leeds Parks have been motivated and
supported to build their own capacity and give things a go. This has worked and now
they want to do more. 

‘Because of Love Leeds Parks, we [Friends of
Group] have gone beyond litter picking and

keeping the park tidy to thinking about how we can
increase awareness and access for other local

residents. We’re more ambitious about what we
might do and have plans for taking over

management of the beds, community bulb planting
and gardening sessions, more events with families

in the summer. It’s honestly opened our eyes!’ 

Activity grant recipient interview

‘Following the success of the Summer
event, the Friends Group organised a

Winter planting day, at which
residents planted eight new blossom
trees, followed by wreath making and
apple juicing in the nearby church.’ 

Activity grant recipient interview

Box 2: Love Leeds Parks activities across six parks 

Delivery partners who received Community Park Activity Grants and support delivered
a wide range of activities designed to meet local needs.   

Burley Park: 
Planting day, three community picnics, guided walks, therapeutic art sessions,
yoga classes 
327 participants, 146 volunteer hours 
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Harehills Park: 
Dance and art workshops or health and wellbeing, family events, community
sports, guided creative walks 
317 participants, 109 volunteer hours 

Wortley Recreational Grounds: 
Planting and community events, wreathmaking, fun run 
187 participants, 93 volunteer hours 

The Rein Seacroft: 
Dance and art workshops, community festival  
460 participants, 120 volunteer hours 

Stanningley Park: 
Zumba, family events, planting and volunteering 
324 participants, 144 volunteer hours

Hunslet Moor: 
Litter picking, guided creative walks, community events, roller skating, football
432 participants, 203 volunteer hours

http://loveleedsparks.org.uk/
http://niftysustainability.org.uk/

